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La. Ay, William; but there is a great deal required in prayer, that I am an utter stranger to : I never prayed in my life; no, nor, I believe, my father or grandfather before me, William : I came of a cursed race, William, and, I doubt, 'tis entailed upon the family, like the estate.
Will. O, sir, do not say that: the Scripture is plain, and't please you, that the children shall not be punished for the father's transgression.
La. But then, certainly, they must not tread in their father's steps, as I do exactly, William.
Will. That's true, indeed, sir, they must not tread in those steps.
La. But what dost talk, then, of prayer being the first duty ? why, if that be the first thing, I must not begin; for how can such a creature as I pray to God?
Will. As the Spirit of God will assist those whose hearts are towards him, so we must pray that we may be taught to pray.
La. Is it not a difficult thing for a man to pray to God, William, that scarce ever thought of God in all his life ?
Will. Well, sir; but who do you think put those thoughts into your mind which you now have ? and who opened your eyes, sir, to see a beauty in religion, as now you see ? and touched your heart with such an earnest desire after the ways and things of God, as you now expressly say you have ? do you think this is not of God, and't please you ?
La. Indeed, William, I know not; it would be a very delightful thing to me if I thought it was so.
Will. Without question, sir, it is : man can have no such power ; nature prompts us to evil thoughts, and evil desires, and to them only; the imagination of the thoughts of our hearts are evil, and only evil; if there are any good motions or heavenly